Murray Cod (Maccullochella peelii peelii)- 

Other common names 

Cod, Codfish, Goodoo, Greenfish, Murray perch

Size

The Murray Cod are the Mecca of freshwater fish. They are occasionally caught at 120-130cm, 35-45kgs.The largest officially recorded Murray Cod measured up at 183cm (6ft), 113kgs (250lbs) when the fish are this big they are super rare and are a once in a life time fish. They are more commonly caught around 40-55cm, 1-3kg. The professional Cod fishermen target these fish and have caught them up to sizes of 130cm, 50kgs (100lbs). Fish at this size are extremely hard to catch and the effort is needed to come out with the results, trust me it is well worth the effort.

Fishing

The Murray Cod can be one hard fish to catch that take hours and days of effort but once caught it is worth the effort. If I was bait fishing I would use a thread line reel with 15-30lb mono or braid, preferably braid. There are many different rigs that can be used depending on the waterway. If you are fishing in the Murrumbidgee use a running sinker straight to the hook (sinker size depends on haw fast the water is flowing and hook size depends on size of fish you want to catch and the bait you are using). If you are fishing with lures have a good bait caster outfit with 30lb braid as your main line and 40lb monofilament leader. The reason we use bait casters for casting lures is that they are much more accurate and they need to be so your lure is placed perfectly in the right spot which is what is needed to tempt these big green fish. 

Description

The Murray Cod is a large, elongated and deep bodied fish with a short rounded snout. It has a large rounded tail and a low spiny dorsal fin.

It is a light and dark green mottled colour, with the top of the fish being a darker green than the side of the fish. The underneath of the Murray Cod is differs from a white to a dull grey depending on the waterway it is living in. The reason that the fish is darker on top is to camouflage with the bottom of the river and the structure in which it lives. That is also why the Murray Cod stomach is coloured white. To camouflage with the sky when predators or prey look up. When it is a young Murray Cod (under 20cm) it uses camouflage to hide from predators because it is a perfect feed for a big hungry Cod. Once the fish is big enough to not be eaten by most fish and start hunting fish for itself (which could be anywhere between 25-50cm) it will use camouflage for both hiding (because big fish will still eat them) and hunting. Once the fish is over about 50cm it wont worry to much about getting eaten by bigger fish it will sit under some sort of structure camouflaged and waiting for something to eat. Most of the time he will come out from it's home and hammer what ever comes near its territory. This is not always the case, when the fish isn't hungry it may not want to come out and eat something, or if it is a big Murray Cod 80cm + it might not be bothered to come out and eat a tiny fish because it is not worth it so it will wait for something bigger to eat.

 As the fish gets older it will change colour and get much fatter. Once the Murray Cod reaches about 70cm it will start to get a big belly on it especially if it lives in a dam. The fish in dams are much bigger because there is not much if not any flow therefore the fish do not have to work hard at all to keep them where they are. The fish in the rivers aren't as fat and they keep weight off for a little longer. Murray Cod in the same river and of the same length can still be different weights. A larger Cod from the same river could be living in a slow running pool or behind a huge log which is blocking the fast flow of the river. Where as the Murray Cod that isn't as fat could be living in the hard flowing part of the river on a small log that isn't blocking much of the current. Therefore the fish in the faster water has to work harder, so it doesn't put on as much weight. Once it reaches 100cm it starts to put on more weight than length and they are very solid and strong when they reach this size. Also they are very lazy, Murray Cod over 80cm start to get extremely lazy and wont go far to get there tucker. So if you are chasing these big Murray Cod make sure you have a decent meal to offer him and make sure you place it right in front of his nose.  

Distribution 

The Murray Cod can be found in most rivers that run through the Murray-Darling System. From south-eastern QLD, most of NSW excluding the very north-western corner, it doesn't live over the Great Dividing Range, is found along the Murray river in SA and northern Victoria. Golden Perch are a warm water fish not like the extremely cold snow water that the trout live in or the very warm tropical water that the barramundi live in . The Murray Cod like the water temperature from about 10-22degrees. They are caught in all the major rivers and their tributaries that run through the Murray-Darling System. 

The Murray Cod are stocked in many rivers and dams which are keeping the population growth up. Their population is growing and is making up for the decline of population in the early 1900's. 

Habitat

The Murray Cod is a lazy fish that picks a piece of structure (most likely a log, deep hole or rocky structure) and lives there for its life (unless the water flow pushes them away from there home or another huge Cod forces them out). The Murray Cod will sit on there piece of structure and guard it. If anything comes near that is large enough to cause a threat it will attack or chase it to keep it out of it's territory. If it is a small fish or bait it may not worry about it because it isn't a threat. They are found in different variations in water colour and temperature. The water temperature that they best feed in is about 10-20 degrees.  

Diet

The diet of the Murray Cod is large and they eat many different foods although there main diet consists of: yabbies, bardi grubs, worms, shrimp and small live fish (most commonly carp although are known to eat any small fish). They can be caught on all of these baits (except carp, that aren't allowed to be put back in the water therefore cannot be used as live bait) as well as cheese, wood grubs, pearl grubs and wide variety of lures. The Murray Cod have been known to eat: birds, snakes, rabbits, eggs, golf balls (because they look like eggs), mouses and more. Pretty much anything that is small enough to fit down its gob that looks like food (to the Cod). There was a Murray Cod that lived in Lake Albert (Wagga Wagga) that died because it tried to eat a buoy and choked on it. There is a Cod that was big and hungry. So these fish have been known to eat many different things. Although the Murray Cod eat many different foods, the number 1 bait for big Cod is a nice, big, juicy bardi grub.   

